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Funding for Education and 
Child-Related Programs

Background
The Commonwealth provides critical financial support to school districts and local schools to directly provide a quality education for the schoolchildren of Kentucky. Funding also helps to target priorities and problems of interest, supplement local efforts, and provide seed money for district and local education initiatives. The schools are currently funded at 1989 levels and the media declares additional cuts for education are eminent. Without increased investment in education, public schools simply cannot meet the many challenges they face, which include:
·  Record growth in student enrollments
· An increased proportion of students affected by poverty, special needs, and limited English proficiency
· School facilities problems that affect child health, class size, school safety, and access to educational technology
· A critical need for new, highly qualified teachers
· Rapidly changing educational technology needs

· New testing, teacher-quality, and accountability requirements
Investment in education is a direct investment into our future economy.
PTA Position

PTA believes that in order to ensure that schools and districts can provide a quality education to all children, meet the high accountability standards set forth in ESEA-NCLB and the new provisions set forth in Senate Bill 1 (SB1), and prepare students for employment in today’s high-tech economy, greater financial resources must be provided. Schools are struggling to carry out basic educational services. Yet demands are being placed on schools to improve student achievement, without sufficient resources being provided to hire teachers, expand compensatory education programs, upgrade technology, repair facilities, or address any of the other challenges they face. 

PTA believes a sustained commitment to increase spending for education is critical to strengthening the commonwealth’s economy and ensuring a quality education for all students. Investing in Kentucky’s children is an investment in both the current and future economic well-being of our nation.

Talking Points

·  PTA supports passage of bills providing adequate levels of funding for education and child-related programs, and opposes funding proposals and budget process changes that cut or negatively affect the availability of such funding.
· In order to ensure that schools and districts can provide a quality education to all children and meet the high accountability standards set forth in ESEA-NCLB and SB1 provisions, greater financial resources must be provided. Additional targeted funds will help schools afford specific interventions designed to improve student achievement, such as reducing class sizes in early grades, providing quality preschool and afterschool programs, and ensuring that students learn from highly qualified teachers.
· Other agencies that assist children, families, schools, and communities (through Head Start, nutrition, juvenile justice, child protection, child welfare, health-care, environmental protection, and youth service programs) are also funded inadequately.
